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rounded the exercise of this privilege with all her
cares. It is sweet to be loved, but it is also neces-
sary to love. Man cannot live isolated. Com-
pelled to lean upon others, he finds in this support
the charm and the foundation of his own existence.
What the family is to the child, the native country
afterward becomes to the man. It is through
the love we feel for our native land that we again
find the higher pleasures of existence.

We labour for our native country and we bene-
fit by its intellectual and moral greatness. We
profit by its language, its institutions, its laws,
its protection, its thought.

11 Whoever should believe himself independent
of others, in his affections, his thoughts, and his
deeds/' August Comte tells us, "could not even
formulate such a blasphemy, without an instant
contradiction, because his very language is not
his own."1

The same thought applies to all the elemen-
tary ideas in the science of life. All that man
possesses, all that benefits him, comes from others,
and he enjoys these privileges, thanks to others'
aid.

Patriotism, aware of its duties and of its pur-
poses, is of recent birth. But from its very in-

1 System of Positive Philosophy.